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SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district.  To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 

*******************************************************************************

Headline News

After the earthquake, small houses help teach big lessons
St. Louis Public Schools (SLPS) Now Offering Online Career and ...
SLPS offers online career and technical courses
Educators want changes in No Child law, but want to see details of Obama's proposals
Alumni rally to save Sumner High School
Alumni Come Out In Droves To Support Sumner High
Saving Sumner – and The Ville
City students vying for fewer deseg slots
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/education/story/3B8D40CCF4406605862576BB000B5BE9?OpenDocument
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Help for Haiti (updated)

Springboard's 26th Annual Festival
SLPS Now Offering Online Career and Technical Courses
SLPS Hosts Black History Month Activities

February is Black History Month and in celebration SLPS schools are hosting a variety of activities and events. Please click the following link to see each school’s activity, date, and time!  Black History Month Activities 
*Information on this link will be updated regularly 
U.S. Army, Salvation Army to ship supplies from St. Louis to Haiti 

Goods, donations accepted 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sat., Feb. 6 at Soldan International Studies High School

The Haitian Relief Fund Project: Your ede lôt  (one helping the other), a  massive, unified effort to gather and ship supplies and money to aid people in Haiti, will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 6 at the Soldan International Studies High School, 918 Union Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63108.

The 516th Transportation Detachment U.S. Army Reserve will deploy four  trucks to be filled with water, medical supplies, canned food, non-perishable foods, blankets, tarps, tents, plastic sheeting, batteries, candles, toilet paper, paper towels, toiletries (soap, tooth paste and brushes, deodorant, etc.).  The Salvation Army will accept gently used bagged clothing and shoes. Money/checks will also be accepted.
Local entertainers will perform a benefit concert in the auditorium of the school. There will be a $5.00 donation to attend. Performances begin at 11 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. 
This huge relief effort is organized by Mabili Watoto, Teen Swagg Tour, Looking for an Angel, Inc., Womanisity, Soldan International High School, Stevens Middle School and the people of St. Louis. For more information please contact: (314) 337-2078 (314) 440-3422

The 8th Annual Hearts for Hunger Canned Food Drive has begun!

The St. Louis Public Schools’ 8th Annual Hearts for Hunger Canned Food Drive will run until February 19th. Non-perishable food is requested; however, momentary donations are accepted. To participate please contact Megan Owens (314) 345-4590.  

SLPS Students Earn State Recognition

The best high school musicians in Missouri performed last weekend at the annual Missouri Music Educators Association conference at TanTarA Resort.  St. Louis Public Schools were represented by two talented students from Metro Academic & Classical High School.  Xavier DuMaine won a seat in the tenor saxophone section of the All-State Concert Band and Jecoliah Wang became the first SLPS student to be named violin concertmaster of the MMEA All-State Orchestra!  
 Additionally, Jecoliah was chosen as concertmaster of the 2009-10 St Louis Youth Orchestra, the E. Desmond Lee Fine Arts Collaborative Festival Orchestra and recently won the St. Louis Youth Orchestra concerto competition. Her performance is March 7th at Powell Hall.
Congratulations to both students and their music teacher, Ms. Marquita Reef, on their outstanding accomplishments.  
Woerner Students Compete in Spelling Bee

Students at Woerner Elementary School recently competed in the school’s second annual Spelling Bee. Held on January 27, students in grades 1st through 5th competed for the title of best speller. The winners by grade level were: Joshua Siu- 1st grade, Nicole Bryant – 2nd grade, Ian Boswell – 3rd grade, Kathy Malkowski – 4th grade and Janyla Watson – 5th grade. Janyla will represent Woerner in the annual Post-Dispatch Spelling Bee.

Red Thread Project
Students at Mann are enjoying participating in the Red Thread Project.  All students in the 4th through 6th grades will have the opportunity to learn to knit and will complete the knitting of a winter cap.  Their success will be celebrated through music, dance and storytelling.  When the celebration is complete, the caps will be given to a charity to be picked by the children who made the hats.  This incredible opportunity to give back to others will be presented by Springboard.  To learn more please visit www.TheRedThreadProject.com.
Stix Students Make Valentines Cards for Veterans

SLPS would like to recognize and thank students at Stix Elementary school for making beautiful Valentines cards for Veterans. 

Beverly Whittington Named Art Educator of the Year 

Congratulations Ms. Beverly Whittington, the vocal music specialist at Ames VPA, for earning the St. Louis Arts and Education’s Council’s Art Educator of the Year award. Ms. Whittington was recognized during an awards ceremony on January 25th, 2010. The award was sponsored by the Monsanto Fund.

Central VPA Earns Top Spot in Urban Debate League Tournament
The Screaming Eagles competed at the UDL Tournament recently with the following results…..
In Open, speaker awards went to:
1st Place - Lorrie Leong
4th Place- Kayla Massey
Quarterfinalist awards went to: Brittany Dunn and Sarah Toland
Lorri Leong and Kayla Massey are debating the semifinals as I type.
In Novice Division, speaker awards went to:
1st  Ricki Lokeonanivong
4th Place - Wendy Williams
Quarterfinalist Awards went to:  
Ricki Lokeomanivong/Wendy Williams
Xavier Bady/Cody Craven
Micela Chatman/Carlo Numerosi
Ceisha Brownell and Connor Furgeson are debating in semifinals as I type.
As a team, Central took 1st Place overall at the tournament with 72 points.  Congratulations!
Carnahan Students Earn College Credit from Harris Stow State University

Three seniors at Carnahan High School of the Future have dual enrollment status at Harris Stowe State University this semester. The students’ coursework is College Algebra which will yield them four college credits that can be applied toward their respective college degrees.

Christian Brooks, Michael Thompson, and Kalaan Travis, are able to take advantage of this opportunity for several reasons -- their outstanding academic performance at Carnahan, the willingness of Harris Stowe to accept them as dual enrollees, and their intention to pursue post-secondary education. It is also advantageous that they know the professor teaching the course – their own principal, Mr. Bruce Green.

Mr. Green pointed out, “On the HSSU campus, they are not high school students. They are full college students with the same IDs, benefits and privileges as any other HSSU enrolled student.” Their class meets on Mondays and Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

 “This is a great opportunity for me,” said Travis. “By taking this course now, I get a taste of college life and earn a major part of my credit requirements before graduating high school. It even helps me with my Trigonometry class at school.”

Kennard Classical Junior Academy Welcomes Back the Class of 1960

Submitted by: 
Kristy Daniels-Jackson, Language Arts Resource Specialist, Kennard CJA

On Friday, Jan 29, 2010, 14 out of the 15 members of the 1960 graduating class of Kennard Elementary returned for a visit. The tour was a part of the group’s 50 year elementary school reunion celebration.  Kristy Daniels- Jackson, Kennard’s language arts resource specialist, guided the group on their trip down memory lane. The group quickly noticed the missing photograph of Samuel M. Kennard, a decorated soldier and St. Louis businessman that the school was named for, that prominently hung in the foyer during their time at Kennard.  This discovery led to a conversation that revealed interesting fact s about Samuel M. Kennard and his family. Samuel M. Kennard was one of the vice-presidents of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition and was instrumental in organizing the 1904 World’s Fair in Forest Park. His daughter had once been the Veiled Prophet Queen of the VP fair, and her photo also hung in the school’s foyer.   

After a bit of catching up, the tour began in the foyer area and covered one classroom from each grade level and ended on the lower level in the related arts hallway.   Many changes have taken place at Kennard over the years, including the school colors, blue and gold. Kathy Pieber recalled, “Kennard’s school colors were once white and gold.”  The signs of a former Kindergarten classroom still remain above the school office door. “The stained glass nursery rhyme vignettes are still intact as they were when we were here,” recalled Judy Ullrich.  In addition, the boys and girls had a separate play room inside the school and a separate playground outside the school. The current related arts hallway was once the school gym. Cathy Applebaum spoke of her memory of the many operas that her class performed on the gym stage.  She was surprised to learn that the tradition continues at Kennard with the 5th grade writing and performing an opera each year. 

The group members agreed to participate in a short interview and offer words of wisdom for current Kennard students.  During the interview, group members shared their most memorable school moment. They all decided that it was the annual school picnic. Karen Halla provided the details, “It started with a parade around the neighborhood. The School Board hired musicians who led the parade and we all made banners. After the parade we went to The Highlands (amusement park) for the rest of the day. Each student was given a booklet of ride tickets. Our parents would bring picnics and set up “camp” for the day and the kids would run all over the park. There were 3 city schools at The Highlands on each picnic day and it was closed to others for the day.”   They also agreed on their words of wisdom, “Don’t let friendships go by the wayside.” 

The tour ended with many thanks and goodbyes. “We have to thank Mrs. Wanda LeFlore and Kristy Daniels-Jackson so much for our wonderful tour.  It was fun to go back and try to identify the rooms we spent so much time in,” stated the group’s organizer, Karen Halla.  It seems that the Kennard class of 1960 has taken their own advice by not letting friendships, great memories, or school pride go by the wayside. 

Woerner Elementary Student Recognized as a “Do the Right Thing” Recipient

Kamran Shaibov, a 5th grade student at Woerner Elementary School, has been selected as a “Do the Right Thing” award recipient.  

Kamran was nominated by ESOL teacher Danielle Phelps for the care he shows for his grandmother.  Having moved to St. Louis from their native Russia, Kamran did not want his grandmother to be lonely.  After school Kamran will go to her house and keep her company by playing cards or helping in other ways.

When the neighborhood had a block party, he wanted to be sure that his grandmother was able to join in the fun.  Mrs. Phelps adds that “Kamran has such a kind, caring attitude.  His grandmother is very proud of him and we are too.”

“Do the Right Thing” is designed to recognize and reward youth who have distinguished themselves by exhibiting good character traits.  It is sponsored by the St. Louis City Police Department, St. Louis County Police Department and the Southern Illinois Police Chiefs Association, KMOV-Channel 4, St. Louis Community College at Forest Park, Commerce Bank, McDonalds, St. Elizabeth’s Hospital of Belleville, Memorial Hospital of Belleville, Sigma-Aldrich Corporation, Six Flags of St. Louis, Whalen Security and Cooperating School Districts.  

Upcoming Events

U.S. Army, Salvation Army to ship supplies from St. Louis to Haiti 

Goods, donations accepted 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sat., Feb. 6 at Soldan International Studies High School

The Haitian Relief Fund Project: Your ede lôt  (one helping the other), a  massive, unified effort to gather and ship supplies and money to aid people in Haiti, will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 6 at the Soldan International Studies High School, 918 Union Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63108.

The 516th Transportation Detachment U.S. Army Reserve will deploy four  trucks to be filled with water, medical supplies, canned food, non-perishable foods, blankets, tarps, tents, plastic sheeting, batteries, candles, toilet paper, paper towels, toiletries (soap, tooth paste and brushes, deodorant, etc.).  The Salvation Army will accept gently used bagged clothing and shoes. Money/checks will also be accepted.
Local entertainers will perform a benefit concert in the auditorium of the school. There will be a $5.00 donation to attend. Performances begin at 11 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. 
This huge relief effort is organized by Mabili Watoto, Teen Swagg Tour, Looking for an Angel, Inc., Womanisity, Soldan International High School, Stevens Middle School and the people of St. Louis. For more information please contact: (314) 337-2078 (314) 440-3422

Long CEFSS to serve as testing site for applicants for the 2010 Census

Long Middle Community Education Full Service School, located at 5028 Morganford Rd., will be hosting testing sessions in the extended library on the following days:

Friday, 2/5/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

Friday, 2/12/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

 A projected 15 applicants can be tested per session.  For additional applicant testing sites and times, applicants may call the local census office @ 314-800-0660 or the Census toll-free # 1-866-861-2010.  Application information and practice tests can be found at www.2010censusjobs.gov
Theatre in the Museum — Teens Make History
Jeffrey Mitchell, a student at Central VPA, and Antwonette Thurman, a student at Soldan International Studies High School, have written a play in conjunction with other teen across St. Louis as part of the Missouri History Museum's Theatre in the Museum program. This program has received national and international attention as a model for work-based learning programs in museums, and the museum was recently honored to be the first institution outside of the Smithsonian allowed to perform one of their Discovery Theatre scripts. 

Sticks and Stones - 
Saturday, February 6 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, February 13 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, February 20 2010 at 11:30 am; 

Saturday, March 6 2010 at 11:30 am;
Saturday, March 13 2010 at 11:30 am

Kids with Asthma Can! Featuring the play “Buster Has Asthma”
Date: Saturday, February 6, 2010

Place: Mathews-Dickey Boys’ & Girls’ Club

4245 N. Kingshighway Blvd.

Times: Play performances at 10 a.m. & 11 a.m. followed by “Ask the Doctor” and an asthma related activity for children.  For more information call the St. Louis Regional Asthma Consortium at (314) 977-8253. This is a free event and open to the general public.

8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year:




February 11 – Carr Lane VPA @ Ranken Technical College




February 17 – McKinley CJA @ Washington University




February 19 – Fanning Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis




February 23 – Busch AAA @ Harris Stowe State University




February 24 – Peabody K-8 eMints @ St. Louis University




March 2 -        Lyon @ Blow K-8 @ Webster University




March 4 -       Gateway Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Meramec




March 5 -       Stevens Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night

The Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation presents the 8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night at the Fabulous Fox Theatre on Thursday, February 11, 2010, at 7:00pm. Free general admission tickets are available through participating SLPS schools (Mason, Lyon @ Blow, Adams, Laclede, Woerner, McKinley, Cleveland, Soldan, Shaw, Carrl Lane and Central) or the Fox Theatre Box Office, 527 N. Grand.  For more information please visit www.foxpacf.org
Soldan ISHS to host “Soldan Summit”

 Soldan International Studies High School will kick off a week of Model United Nations competition by hosting the Fourth Annual "Soldan Summit" on Thursday, February 18 at 9:30 AM.  The summit will take place in the Soldan Auditorium at 918 North Union Blvd, 63108. The discussion, part of an ongoing series, will offer students and faculty members the opportunity to learn about global politics and the role of the United Nations in forming U.S. foreign policy. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Esther Brimmer, the Assistant Secretary of State for International Organizations.  

GREEN YOUR FUTURE

The Division of Career and Technical Education is co-sponsoring a NEW 7th Grade program called Green Your Future.  It will focus on science careers such as green engineering/architecture, conservation, biofuels, renewable energy, geology, plant/earth science, climate science, botany and public health issues.  This program is in collaboration with the MO Botanical Garden, the Academy of Science of St. Louis and the Career and Technical Education Office.  At the MO Botanical Garden Commerce Bank Science Education Center, four professionals in the science areas previously mentioned will demonstrate their careers and the relevance of why science is so important to our future.   After the presentations, the students will have an opportunity to participate in a scavenger hunt at the MO Botanical Garden.

All the programs are from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and the schedule for this year is as follows:

· February 18 – Long, McKinley, Peabody 

On February 12, a similar high school program for 9th graders will be offered.  Schools participating are Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, Gateway High, Roosevelt High School and selected students from Yeatman-Liddell Middle School.

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, Division of Career and Technical Education, at 345-5715.

The Greater St. Louis Dental Society will celebrate National Children’s Dental Health Month with the 17th Annual “Dinosaur Doings” at the Saint Louis Science Center

5050 Oakland Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63110

Saturday, February 20, 2010

12:00 noon to 3:00 pm

· Learn about teeth and taking good care of them

· Visit with Sam the Smilosaurus, Tooth Fairy, Magical Dragon, Dr. Ted E. Bear and Delta

· Dental PANDA Bear

· FREE TOOTHBRUSH EXCHANGE—Kids, bring us your OLD toothbrush and get a NEW LIGHT UP toothbrush!

· Face Painting

· Healthy Snack Games

· Guess how many bristles on our Giant Toothbrush and WIN A PRIZE!

· Tooth Wizard Show

· Educational activities and movies to watch

· Carnival Games

· Cake Walk

· Brushing/Flossing demonstration
Sumner Alumni Association to Host Annual Round Up

Sumner Alumni Association’s Annual Round-Up will be Sunday February 28, 2010 from 1-4p.m. at Sumner. Chuck Berry is anticipated to attend. 

BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers and Best Table Decorations

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Julia Richer Scholarship for High Education Application Now Available

The Julia Richer Scholarship for Higher Education, Offered by the St. Louis Financial Services Coalition, offers a High School Scholarship up to $1,000.00 

To find out requirements, or to apply, please contact:
Saint Louis Financial Services Coalition

Attention:  Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 771005

St. Louis, MO 63177

Email: scholarship@stlfsc.org
Speakers Wanted! “Transition for Life” Fair

You are cordially invited to St. Louis Public Schools Special Education Department's Annual "Transition For Life" fair on Friday, February 19, 2010 at the St. Louis Community College at Forest Park, located at 5600 Oakland Avenue.  The fair will begin at 9:00 A.M. and end at 1:00 P.M.

Our goal is to provide juniors and seniors with information about programs and services that are available to individuals with disabilities.  These resources will assist students as they transition from high school to the adult world. We have invited vendors, employers, and agencies from the community to attend.  They will provide students with information that will assist them with their post secondary transitional goals.

If interested, please contact Erma Owens via email erma.owens@slps.or call 314-265-7916 by Friday, February 12, 2010.

Change your students’ lives: Bring ECO-ACT to your school!

Are your students interested in leadership, teaching, or the environment? The Saigh Foundation ECO-ACT Environmental Leadership Program is currently seeking new school districts to partner with this long-time Missouri Botanical Garden program for the 2010-2011 school year.  High school juniors and seniors engage in this unique, experiential program, learning about sustainability and ecology, teaching fourth graders, sharpening their leadership skills, and becoming comfortable in nature.

Please contact Meg Hoester at 314-577-0241 or meg.hoester@mobot.org for more information. 

Math Teachers Needed!

Two math teachers are needed to work the second semester night school program at Roosevelt High School. Classes meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, January 26 – April 27 from 4:00p.m. – 6:45p.m.  If interested, contact Joseph Kenney, Roosevelt High School at 776-6040.

Do you know a Huggable Hero®?

The search is on for the next group of great young leaders to join the Build-A-Bear Workshop
Huggable Heroes Hall of Fame.  Young people between the ages of seven and 18 who are making positive contributions in their schools, neighborhoods and communities will be honored for their hard work and dedication to make the world a better place.  The deadline to enter is February 26, 2010. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, friends, teachers, organization leaders, or the young people themselves may submit entries. 
Each Huggable Hero will receive a prize worth $10,000 ($7,500 in the form of an educational scholarship and $2,500 from the Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation to be donated to the charity of the hero’s choice and awarded in the winner’s local currency). The 12 winners will also receive a trip for themselves and one adult to a special awards celebration and a 2010 Build-A-Bear Workshop Huggable Heroes calendar photo shoot.
To learn more about the contest, or to download a nomination form, visit www.buildabear.com/huggableheroes or visit any Build-A-Bear Workshop store.
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